ii8	THE AGE OF REASON
The offer of the command of the French army is an instance
of the naive cosmopolitanism of the eighteenth century. The
offer of the command of the invading army of the Allies is
another if less striking instance of this cosmopolitanism, which
the defeat of that invasion at Valmy was to destroy, replacing
it with an assertive nationalism. The Allied Army comprised
Austrian as well as Prussian troops, and the Duke was in
supreme command. He accepted the duty out of loyalty to the
King of Prussia (Frederick William II, who had succeeded
Frederick the Great in 1786), perhaps also owing to the influ-
ence of his uncle, the " Duke Ferdinand," who commanded
the British Army at Minden and other battles of the Seven
Years War. The aged Duke Ferdinand died on July 3, 1792,
six years after the great Frederick. It was said that Charles
William Ferdinand feared both his uncles, even when they
were dead; hence his fatal acceptance of the offer of the Ger-
man command in 1792. He took command of the army of the
Allies and of the French Royalist emigres at Coblenz, and signed
the Manifesto of July 25, 1792, which bears his name. His
mind saw things clearly, but he seemed to have lost his power
of decision. The Brunswick Manifesto was drafted by Geoffrey
de Limon, Secretary to the Comte de Provence, and it drove
the Revolutionary elements in France to extremes. " That
unlucky Manifesto!" observed the Duke to his biographer,
Massenbach, later. " I shall repent it to the last day of my life.
What would I give never to have signed it! " The invasion of
France was checked by the cannonade of Valmy on September
20. The September Massacres were already in progress. The
proclamation of the Republic followed. cc It puts a new face
on the world/' wrote Massenbach; " it is the most important
day of the century."1 It was also the anti-climax of a fine
career: the Duke of Brunswick's great failure. »
It was not the endr however, of the Duke, though it was
the end of the invasion of France in 1792. He continued to
command tie Prussian troops, with a considerable degree of
success, in the campaign of 1793, but resigned on January 10,
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